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City of Mesa 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Board 
Minutes 

 
DATE:   Wednesday, March 12, 2025  
TIME:   5:00 PM  
LOCATION: 708 W Baseline Road Bldg. 4, Board Room, Mesa, AZ  
 
The Mesa Parks and Recreation Advisory Board held a meeting open to the public at the date 
and time above. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Chair Campbell called the meeting to order at 5:01 PM. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Troy Campbell; Vice-Chair Brent Maldonado; Board 
Members Nina Fader; Marie Johnson; Cali Goldsby; Melanie Narish; Michelle Streeter; 
Benjamin Manning and Jeff Rush 

 
      BOARD MEMBERS EXCUSED: Orchidia Peterson; Krista Rowley 
 
      BOARD MEMBERS ARRIVED DURING MEETING: Cali Goldsby 
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
 

It was moved by Member Rush and seconded by Member Narish to approve the regular 
meeting minutes from January 8, 2025. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
AYES: Chair Troy Campbell; Vice-Chair Brent Maldonado; Board Members Nina Fader; 
Marie Johnson; Benjamin Manning: Melanie Narish; Michelle Streeter; and Jeff Rush 
NAYES: None 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Chair Campbell reported that Jan Holdeman submitted a comment card to address the 
board about Acacia Retention Basin.  
 
Holderman stated that the Acacia Retention Basin in his area has been taking a lot of abuse 
from people riding motorized vehicles. He stated that public education is not working and 
that the only thing that would be effective is barriers.  
 
Chair Campbell thanked Holderman for sharing his concerns with the board. 
 

5. TAKE ACTION ON RENAMING MONTEREY PARK TO CHRISTOPHER J. BRADY PARK 
Parks Board consideration of the staff recommendation to rename Monterey Park at 7045 E. 
Monterey Ave. to Christopher J. Brady Park. 
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Chair Campbell stated that Mr. Brady has been the City Manager here at the City of Mesa 
since 2006. He visits Monterey Park often and it would be special to recognize his time with 
Mesa as he gets ready to retire.  
 
Director Moore stated that the naming policy process is to bring requests to the board to 
have a discussion and vote on it. If the board approves the request, the approved minutes 
from the meeting will be presented to Council for acceptance. At that point the new park 
name is established.  

 
Chair Campbell stated that he thought that Mr. Brady has done a good job serving the City 
and had been very involved with Parks. 
 
Member Rush inquired about the possibility of previous Mayor Giles having a park named 
after him as well. Director Moore stated that it is a possibility to consider. She continued by 
stating Mr. Brady has overseen major improvements to the Parks system and has led 
passage of three bond programs. Member Rush inquired if there was a list of criteria to help 
determine consideration. Director Moore stated that the policy talks about some 
considerations for naming a park after an organization or individual. Some examples would 
be if property is being donated, if a significant about of money was donated for development 
or a person of interest was accepted as a local or national hero within the community.  
 
There was discussion as to why this park was considered and Director Moore stated that it 
was largely due to Mr. Brady’s vision that this park became more of a destination park with 
all the amenities and the first express library. She also commented that he runs through the 
park every morning.  
 
There was discussion of the possibility of looking into renaming or naming parks after other 
impactful people within the community such as John Giles.  

 
After further discussion it was moved by Board Member Rush; seconded by Vice-Chair 
Maldonado to approve the renaming of Monterey Park to Christopher J. Brady Park. The 
motion passed unanimously.  
 
Upon tabulation of votes, it showed: 
AYES: Chair Troy Campbell; Vice-Chair Brent Maldonado; Board Members Nina Fader; Cali 
Goldsby; Marie Johnson; Benjamin Manning: Melanie Narish; Michelle Streeter; and Jeff 
Rush 
NAYES: None 

 
6. MARKETING PROGRAM PRESENTATION – Haylie Smith- Support Services 

Administrator; Dewey Jefferies- Marketing Coordinator; Bianca Barajas- Marketing and 
Communications Specialist II (see attached presentation) 

 
Haylie Smith started by explaining the roles within the Admin Support Team and more 
specifically the Marketing Team which includes the Marketing Coordinator, Dewey Jefferies, 
two Marketing and Communication Specialist II’s, Bianca Barajas and Antonia Mejia, and 1 
intern, Michael Wolman. They are tasked with communication of our services to the public. 
The team does an extensive amount of training with staff on how to follow the department’s 
communication guidelines.   
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Bianca Barajas stated that she creates all the newsletters, looks over graphic design work 
and handles all the social media for PRCF. The interactive newsletter has over 74,000 
subscribers who receive it monthly with 138 new subscribers in 2024. Social media 
audiences have been increasingly growing since January 1 due in part to new strategies put 
in place and a new content calendar. Posts going out are more interactive with more videos 
and collaboration with other entities.  
 
Dewey Jefferies started by saying that he handles all marketing that involves technology 
including drones, video recordings and the website. We launched a new website in 
November which included a redesign and consolidation. The website has just under 175,000 
visits so far in 2025.  
 
Jefferies continued by sharing that The Jump in Catalog has been renamed and made into a 
magazine called “The Playbook” which is fully available online with hyperlinks. It is more 
engaging and simpler to read. The Playbook has already been viewed by 5,146 people.  
 
Member Goldsby commented that there are still many people who are not aware of the 
services available through Parks and Rec. Haylie Smith stated that we are working on 
increasing outreach. She continued saying that staff are available to talk to small groups to 
educate them about our offerings. Looking into the future, we are working on updating 
sponsorship packets to try and educate different businesses within the community on what 
they can sponsor. We are also looking at better ways to reach our Spanish speaking 
population. Finally, we are looking at ways to integrate Commercial Facilities getting more 
information out to the public about their services as well.  
 
Chair Campbell asked staff to look into outreach at opening days for Little League.  

 
7. DIVISION UPDATES – Recreation, Commercial, Planning & Operations (see attached 

presentation) 
 
RECREATION-Alison Walker-Senior Fiscal Analyst- filled in for Aimee Manis Deputy 
Director.  Participation numbers were shared for aquatics, adaptive, park rangers, athletics, 
recreation centers, and youth programs. 

 
COMMERCIAL: Roger Singleton – Deputy Director, Commercial Operations, presented 
information to summarize events and attendance at the Convention Center, Amphitheater, 
The Post, Dobson Ranch Golf Course, and the Mesa Cemetery. 

 
PARK PLANNING & OPERTIONS – Brandon Erno – Deputy Director, Planning and 
Operations, presented updates on projects in progress at Carriage Lane Park, Pioneer Park, 
and turf to granite conversions.   
 
Design is underway on ADA Updates at Quail Run Park, Airpine Park Playground 
Improvements, Countryside Dog Park Expansion, The Courts at Eastmark construction, 
Reed Park Playground Improvements, Signal Butte Park Phase II construction, and 
Whitman Park Playground Improvements. 

 
Deputy Director Erno stated that Basin 306 is the basin that Jan Holdeman has concerns    
about and it is undergoing maintenance and repair. It is being fenced off and slopes are 
being reshaped to bring the landscaping up to standards. The project will take about 6 
weeks to complete. 
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Member Rush inquired about the status of Mountain Vista Trail repairs. Deputy Director 
Erno stated that the project is still ongoing with the contractor making the repairs to meet 
specs but that it is almost complete. 

 
8. DIRECTOR’S UPDATES Andrea Moore – Director 

 
•  Summer Registration begins April 7ᵗʰ for Residents and April 14ᵗʰ for Non-Residents. 
•  Celebrate Mesa Saturday, April 12, 2025, at Pioneer Park from 10:00-2:00. 
•  The Convention Center Strategic Plan is being presented to Council on March 20th.  
▪  April 3rd will be the budget presentation to Council, with budget cuts happening due to the 
loss of Rental Tax Income and the Flat Income Tax totaling about $20 million a year less to 
Mesa. Every department with general fund money is going through reductions. This will 
impact some programs, but the list of cuts is still being discussed. We will be asking the 
board to look at a second round of Fees and Charges changes to go into effect in the fall. 
The previous round is going into effect on April 1. The new changes will only include fees 
within approved ranges with about a 9% increase across the board. The operating budget 
for Parks will be reduced by about $800,000. 
 
Member Goldsby shared an idea of how to generate more money by adding night or 
evening swims at the pools. Director Moore stated that the pools are the most upside-down 
in cost recovery and they will more than likely be pulling back some aquatic programs. 
Director Moore stated that she is always open to the Board reaching out to her with any 
ideas.  

 
9. REPORTS OF MEETINGS OR EVENTS ATTENDED 

• Member Manning attended I Love Mesa Day  
• Chair Campbell has been to multiple ball fields with his daughter’s T-ball team 
• Member Johnson did a ride-a-long with a park ranger 
• Members Fader and Rush attended the Mesa Marathon 
• Member Streeter is attending another round of Pickleball lessons starting next week 

 
10. NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting will be held on May 14, 2025. 

 
11. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Member Manning; seconded by Member Johnson. 
Approved 9-0 without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 6:27 PM. 
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Convention Center | Am
phitheatre | The Post

The PO
ST

 (January - February)

Banquets
5

Consum
er Show

s
5

M
eetings

11

Private Parties
1

W
eddings

0

CO
M

 Sponsored 
Events

9

O
ther

4

Total Events
35

Revenue

FY23
FY24

FY25

Jan
$ 347,472

$ 255,324
$ 99,813

Feb
$ 361,025

$ 676,721
$ 321,353*

M
ar

$ 584,845
$ 887,324

n/a

Total$ 1,293,343
$ 1,819,456

$ 421,167*

AM
P CO

N
CERTS

January 17-18
8123 Fest – The M

aine

U
PCO

M
IN

G

M
arch 16

String Cheese Incident

M
arch 28

Strive To Be

April 19
Crankdat

April 29
Sturgill Sim

pson

M
ay 10

Billy Currington

August 8
M

aoli

August 15
Keshi

*as of 2/24/25
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Convention Center | Am
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Facility Projects

•
Facility Im

provem
ent Study – Presenting to City Council on Thursday,3/20

•
Pursuing replacem

ent of Conference Theater screen w
ith LED screen

•
The Post – HVAC chiller replacem

ent this sum
m

er
•

N
eon G

arden – G
rand O

pening event Thursday, 5/15, 5:30-8:30pm
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SPEC
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W

inter/Spring Events Highlights
•

1/7/25 - W
inter W

onderland Ice Rink last day
•

Total of 30,300 visits and $194k in revenue
•

1/20/25 - M
LK Parade and Festival

•
71 parade entries and 2,350 visitors

•
2/8/25 - M

esa M
arathon

•
12,600 com

bined at Riverview
 Park

•
3/1/25 - I Love M

esa Day
•

4,700 visitors

U
pcom

ing Spring Events
•

4/5/25 - CycloM
esa at the Plaza Park

•
4/9-4/12 &

 4/15-4/19/25 - M
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Tem
ple Easter Pageant

•
4/12/25 - Celebrate M

esa at Pioneer Park
•

4/18-4/19/25 - Breakaw
ay Festival at Riverview

 Park
•

4/19/25 - Easter Events
�PD Easter Egg Hunt at Reed Park
�Easter Egg Hunt at Eastm

ark G
reat Park

�CM
 Spilsbury Easter Breakfast at G

reenfield Park
�DM

A Easter Eggstravaganza at The Yard O
ff M

ain
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•
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M
 O
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•

M
icah M

orris/Bad Birdie free event Feb 3
rd, attracted 

500-600 people
•

PG
A M
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es tournam

ent Feb 4-5
th, 300-400 people

•
G

ood
G

ood
social m

edia influencers w
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on site 2/6-2/8 
to

film
 content

•
Paradigm

 is considering investing in range screen netting to 
protect the adjacent cart paths

•
Introducing Ranger Servant ball picker for the driving range
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M
esa Cem

eterye ahead of the cerem
ony by seeding

and m
ulching new

graves and areas that 
are struggling to grow.
•

Cem
etery started a new

 line contract on M
ay 1. O

riginal vendor defaulted 
after tw

o m
onths. Secondary vendor accepted contract in July.

•
M

aintenance staff applied Round Up on granite areas of the cem
etery and 

applied Turf Royale
fertilizer to the cem

etery grounds.
•

M
aintenance staff rem

oved 2 Cypress, 1 Chinese Elm
 and 1 Pine tree that 

w
ere deem

ed expired.
•

M
aintenance staff trenched betw

een 10th and 11th street and added 6 
valves, sprinkler lines, and drip

lines for tree’s to be planted this fall, as a part 
of the renovation project.

•
40 new

 cypress trees planted
•

Perim
eter fence project com

pleted
•

Trenching and installation of sprinkler lines from
 11th

to 
12th street com

pleted
•

Curbing and DG
 added along w

est w
all
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Carriage Lane 
Park

Project Com
ponents

•
Irrigation System

 Renovation
•

Reduce w
atering w

indow
 to 8-hours

•
Reduce non-playable turf by 3.06 acres

•
Estim

ated w
ater savings: 4.69 M

 G
allons

Construction Costs
•

$2,000,000

Construction Schedule
•

Project Start: February 3, 2025
•

Com
pletion: August 2025
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M
esa City Plaza 

Tim
eline Plaque 

Relocation 
Project Com

ponents
•

Relocate 53 heritage tim
eline 

plaques
•

Add 4 new
 plaques

Construction Costs
•

$170,491

Construction Schedule
•

Project Start: Spring 2025
•

Com
pletion: Sum

m
er 2025
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Turf Conversion
Project Com

ponents
•

Rem
oval of 5.08 Acres of Turf

•
54 locations im

pacted
•

17.65-acre feet w
hich equates to 5,750,472 

gallons a year in w
ater saved

•
Turf to be replaced w

ith landscape curb and 
granite

Construction Costs
•

G
rant Aw

ard $1,061,626
•

O
perations Funding $353,875

•
Total $1,415,501

Construction Schedule
•

Council Presentation on January 18
•

Dollars released June 2024
•

Turf conversions com
pleted by June 2026
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U
pcom

ing Projects
•ADA U

pdates at Q
uail Run Park – 100%

 Construction Docum
ents

o
Construction: Sum

m
er 2025 to W

inter 2025

•Aripine Park Playground Im
provem

ents – 30%
 Design Docum

ents
o

Construction: W
inter 2025 to Sum

m
er 2026

•Countryside Dog Park – Design Developm
ent

o
Construction: TBD

•The Courts at Eastm
ark – 100%

 Design Docum
ents

o
Construction: Spring 2025 to W

inter 2025

•Reed Park Playground Im
provem

ents – Subm
ittal Review

•
Construction: Spring 2025 to W

inter 2025

•Signal Butte Park Phase II – 90%
 Design Docum

ents
o

Construction: Spring 2025 to W
inter 2025

•W
hitm

an Park Playground Im
provem

ents – 30%
 Design Docum

ents
o

Construction: W
inter 2025 to Sum

m
er 2026
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